This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 




NV\ United States R\tent and TkAPEMARK Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMEHCE 

Uuitod Stotoa Patent and Trademark OfCico 

Addresa: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Wmhington, D,C. 20231 

www,ii:<pto.[tov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/921,800 



08/06/2001 



Alex Francisco Galia 



7397 



7590 01/16/2003 

STEVEN THRASHER 
391 SANDHILL DRIVE 
RICHARDSON, TX 75080 



EXAMINER 



CARIASO, ALAN B 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2875 

DATE MAILED: 01/16/2003 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/921.800 



Examiner 

Alan Cariaso 



Applicant(s) 

GALIA,ALEX FRANCISCO 



Art Unit 

2875 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Repiy 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 IViONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for repiy is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 October 2002 , 
2a)13 This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornaal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

Q)M Claim(s) 1-22 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[2 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAll b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 1 21 . 

Attachment! s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten/iew Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 



Claim Objections 



1 . Claims 1 8 and 22 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

2. Claim 1 8, the term "plain" is an incorrect term associated with the "main beam 
intensity" or "sixty-degree". 

3. Claim 22, the limitation "at least one light-blocking shield" Is redundant to the 
same limitation recited in preceding amended claim 14, 

4. Appropriate correction is required. 

C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



6. Claims 1,4-6, 14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
BRANDT (US 4,236,193). 

7. BRANDT discloses a lighting system that illuminates a large outdoor playing field 
comprising: a plurality of illumination assemblies placed in predetermined locations 
(col.1, lines 50-54), each assembly comprising a support (16,17-fig.1), a support- 
receiving portion (18-figs.1-3), and a luminary (13) coupled to the support (16,17); the 
luminary (13-fig,6) comprising a lamp housing (13,23'-fig.6) that encloses a lamp (85,L), 



states. 
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the lamp housing (13,23') having an open end (bottom opening adjacent ledge 65-fig.6), 
a lamp lens (71) mounted upon the open end (65), a reflector (86) disposed between 
the lamp (85) and the lamp housing (13,23'). and a light-blocking shield (88) about the 
open end (65) of the lamp housing; wherein each luminary (12,13) given the structure 
met inherently achieves full cut-off or zero candela intensity at an angle of ninety 
degrees above nadir (given the structure); and wherein each luminary (12,13) is 
coupled to a support (14) inherently achieving full cut-off; wherein the outdoor playing 
field comprises at least a ball field (coLI, line 53); wherein the illumination assemblies 
comprise a plurality of luminaries (12,13); wherein a first luminaire (12-figs.1 & 3) is 
mounted behind a second luminaire (13-figs. 1 & 3); wherein the luminaire comprises an 
optical assembly (L,86,71,88) having or maintaining an inherently main candle power 
distribution or intensity of light in about 60 degree (as best shown by representative light 
lines in fig. 6); wherein the luminaire does not emit light about the eighty-five degree 
plane (from fig. 6, line tracing of direct line of light from the light source (L) bounded by 
the edge of frame (64) is measured to be not above 85 degrees); wherein the luminaire 
(12,13) is coupled to the support (14) at an angle (90 degree given its elevation about 
ground) above the horizontal plane . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole wouid have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2, 3 and 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over BRANDT (US 4,236.193) in view of ARMSTRONG (US 5.274,534). 

10. BRANDT discloses applicant's invention except: a football field and soccer field 
as the outdoor playing fields; at least 40 feet height to which the luminaire is mounted; 
placement of the lighting system about a periphery of the playing field; and method 
steps of removing all non full cut-out luminaries, registering with a local government, 
and canvassing a local community to show the installation. 

11. In regards to the football and soccer fields, at least 40 feet height to which the 
luminaire is mounted, and placement of the lighting system about a periphery of the 
playing field, ARMSTRONG teaches an illumination system of plural luminaries 
positioned at a periphery of the large outdoor playing field (fig. 6), each luminaire being 
mounted at least 40 feet in height (col.2, lines 29-32), and the playing fields used for at 
least soccer. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the lighting system of BRANDT positioned at 
the periphery of the playing field and mounted at heights of at least 40 feet as taught by 
ARMSTRONG in order to illuminate outdoor playing fields such as soccer field and a 
field-equivalent of a football field at night. 

12. In regards to method steps of removing all non full cut-out luminaries, registering 
with a local government, and canvassing a local community to show the installation, 
ARMSTRONG does teach an improvement (reduced glare, reduce adverse illumination 
impact on the neighborhood) of using cut-off luminaires over a conventional outdoor 
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lighting system which are non cut-off (cols. 1 & 5) which are sought by spectators and 
neighborhood residents (col.1) over the problems of a conventional light system 
established in the playing field and and that it is a well known business practice to 
demonstrate aspects of a product which will produce a desired result upon installation. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention that installation of the lighting system of BRANDT or 
ARIVISTRONG would include removal of the conventional lighting system and 
canvassing the local community to show this improvement. It is also obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to register with the 
local government since it is well known that most lighting systems installed in any 
community has a local government regulating any such construction requiring 
registration thereof. Otherwise, no registration would mean no installation of any public 
lighting system in a community that is government regulated. 



1 3. Applicant's arguments associated with amendment with respect to claims 1 , 9 
and 14 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
Applicant's arguments regarding claims 9-13 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. BRANDT and ARMSTRONG demonstrate lighting systems that have 
lighting attributes sought after in playing fields already established with a previous 
lighting system. Installation of the new lighting system would have required removal of 
the old lighting system, registration of the new system with the local government, and 



Response to Arguments 
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demonstration to spectators of its operation, which are standard construction, 
government/regulatory and operational practices well known in any art and therefore are 
not inventive steps. 



Conclusion 

14, Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 

this Office action. Accordingly. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 

CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cariaso whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
1952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00-5:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (703) 305-4939. The fax phone 
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numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9318 for regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308- 




January 12, 2003 



